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Introduction / Overview

In social sciences research, a critical imperative is a
systematic observation and expression of human
societies, in a scientific way. Qualitative research
methods are one of the most important tools to explore
human lives and societies and contribute in a
meaningful way to the rationale of our research
objectives. Although the form of qualitative research
varies considerably, the overall purpose of qualitative
research is to participate in the life of the communities
while learning about them. In social sciences research,
that are primarily descriptive and qualitative, an
effective academic writing based on qualitative research
helps presenting a well-crafted argument supported by
evidence and robust methodology.

Program Objectives

The course would help academicians as well as students
to learn researching on communities and human
societies much effectively and would also help them in
developing skills of research as a method and a
practice. It would also provide them an understanding
on defining social phenomenon academically,
addressing research gaps, asking research questions,
and needed writing strategies. It would
specifically address difficulties in employing survey
methods and provide guidelines on improving clarity,
style and ways of formulating questionnaires,
conforming to the boundaries of the research topic.

What you will learn
Program Content

v Introduction to qualitative research: Basic

Ideas and Concepts

v Critical Reading: interpreting socially
significant events

v Developing Research Plan

v Operationalization of field research

v Practicing field-research through methods

v Urban ethnography

v' Writing publishable academic paper
(journals/manuscripts)

v Case studies and practical sessions

Course coordinator:

Dr Amrita Sen

Dr. Amrita Sen is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at the
Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur. Her research
interests include cultural and political ecology, politics of forest
conservation, urban environmental conflicts, and Anthropocene
studies. In 2019, Amrita received the 'Excellence in PhD Thesis
award ' from Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, for her
doctoral research on the conservation politics in Sundarbans.
Recently, she has been awarded a Junior Core Fellowship by
the Central European University, Budapest, to work on

environmental social science issues.
Course co-coordinator:
Dr Archana Patnaik

Dr. Archana Patnaik is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at
the Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur. Her research
interests include community based natural resource
management and common studies, law and society, sociology
of science and technology, gender, and technology. She has
been working on cultural commons, food, and smart cities. In
2010, she was awarded The Netherlands Organization for
Scientific Research (NWO)-WOTRO (Science for Global
Development) PhD fellowship to research on seeds as
commons.
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